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Ethnic Studies Pedagogies is an open access online journal committed to critical race, decolonial, and ethnic studies movements, bridging public pedagogies with K-12 contexts. We invite submissions using critical frameworks and methodologies that theorize, investigate, and reflect upon the ecologies of power and resistance both inside and outside the K-12 classroom. We invite submissions from scholar-activists, educators, organizers, and students in the form of scholarly research, archival histories, action research pedagogies, testimonios, photo essays, and art.

ISSUE THEME

“At the risk of seeming ridiculous, let me say that the true revolutionary is guided by a great feeling of love. It is impossible to think of a genuine revolutionary lacking this quality.” - Ernesto "Che" Guevara

“The light of love is always in us, no matter how cold the flame. It is always present, waiting for the spark to ignite, waiting for the heart to awaken.” - bell hooks

Ethnic Studies has long been rooted in resistance, reclamation, and the collective struggle against coloniality and systemic oppression. However, beyond dismantling oppressive structures, Ethnic Studies is also a generative and healing project—one that nurtures transformative possibilities for liberatory education. This special issue, "Revolutionary Love: Anti-Colonial Approaches in Ethnic Studies," seeks to explore the ways in which anti-colonial pedagogies cultivate spaces of love, healing, and regeneration while disrupting colonial logics that continue to shape educational systems.

In Ethnic Studies, "Revolutionary Love" refers to a concept where love is actively used as a tool for social change, particularly in the fight against systemic oppression and injustice faced by marginalized communities, often requiring a deep commitment to understanding and supporting the experiences of others, while simultaneously challenging existing power structures and working towards radical transformation; it's not just personal affection, but a political act of solidarity and activism rooted in empathy and a desire for collective liberation. 

Key points about Revolutionary Love in Ethnic Studies:
· Beyond romantic love:
It goes beyond personal romantic love and focuses on a broader love for the community and a commitment to fighting for the well-being of all marginalized people, even those who may be different from oneself. 
· Activist practice:
Revolutionary love is not just a feeling, but a call to action, encouraging individuals to actively engage in movements for social justice, challenging oppressive systems, and supporting the most vulnerable within their communities. 
· Self-reflection and transformation:
It requires a deep level of self-awareness and self-criticism, acknowledging one's own privilege and actively working to dismantle internalized biases to become a better ally. 
· Community building:
Building strong, supportive relationships within marginalized communities is crucial, as it fosters collective strength and empowers individuals to work together towards shared goals. 
· Intersectionality:
Recognizing how different forms of oppression intersect (race, class, gender, sexuality) and addressing them simultaneously is essential in practicing revolutionary love. 
· 
[bookmark: _heading=h.nlhwll2xz4wc]Examples of How Revolutionary Love is Applied in Ethnic Studies
· Centering and Amplifying Marginalized Voices
· Actively seeking out, uplifting, and honoring the voices, histories, and knowledge systems of historically marginalized communities in academic discourse, pedagogy, and activism.
· Ensuring that Ethnic Studies remains community-centered by prioritizing testimonios, oral traditions, and lived experiences as valid and necessary sources of knowledge.
· Practicing Critical Pedagogy and Anti-Colonial Education
· Using teaching methods that empower students to critically analyze power dynamics, colonial legacies, and systemic oppression while fostering their role as active agents of change.
· Decolonizing classroom spaces by replacing Eurocentric frameworks with Indigenous, Black, and other historically marginalized epistemologies.
· Engaging in Community-Rooted and Land-Based Learning
· Building relationships with community organizations, elders, and activists to co-create curricula that reflect real-world struggles and solutions.
· Integrating land-based and ancestral knowledge into educational spaces as a means of resisting settler colonial erasure.
· Challenging Stereotypes and Disrupting Oppressive Narratives
· Confronting and dismantling harmful stereotypes, deficit-based frameworks, and narratives that perpetuate white supremacy, patriarchy, and coloniality in educational settings.
· Shifting representation beyond inclusion—ensuring that historically marginalized peoples are not just represented but that their knowledge systems and worldviews shape the foundation of Ethnic Studies curricula.
· Fostering Collective Care, Healing, and Relational Accountability
· Recognizing that revolutionary love is about more than critique—it is about creating spaces of healing, joy, and resistance where students, educators, and communities can thrive.
· Practicing mutual responsibility and solidarity within and beyond the classroom, resisting individualism, and prioritizing collective well-being.

Drawing from Indigenous epistemologies and anticolonial praxis, this issue frames Revolutionary Love as an active, political, and pedagogical commitment—one that recognizes love not as a passive emotion but as an ethical stance in the struggle for justice. Revolutionary love is the practice of nurturing students, communities, and educators in ways that affirm their full humanity, cultivate critical consciousness, and resist the assimilationist and extractive demands of colonial education.

This issue invites scholars, educators, cultural workers, and activists to share how anti-colonial pedagogies are enacted in Ethnic Studies classrooms and beyond. We seek contributions that explore questions such as:
· What does it mean for educators themselves to embark on the journey of decolonization—confronting internalized colonial logics, navigating contradictions, and engaging in the often messy, ongoing work of unlearning in order to teach Ethnic Studies with integrity?
· How do educators employ anti-colonial pedagogies to resist Eurocentric frameworks and re-center Indigenous and ancestral ways of knowing?
· What does Revolutionary Love look like in practice within Ethnic Studies curricula, teacher preparation, and student organizing?
· How can anti-colonial education serve as a healing and liberatory process for historically marginalized communities?
· In what ways do Ethnic Studies pedagogies foster collective care, responsibility, and relationality as alternatives to individualism and competition in education?
· How are anti-colonial approaches disrupting traditional notions of assessment, curriculum development, and classroom practices?
· What are the challenges and tensions of implementing anti-colonial and revolutionary love frameworks in institutional settings?
· How do students and educators engage in resistance, solidarity, and grassroots organizing in response to systemic barriers to Ethnic Studies?

We welcome manuscripts that offer theoretical perspectives, research findings, innovative methodologies, pedagogical reflections, and implications related to (but not limited to) the following areas:
[bookmark: _heading=h.vxl7yi7rcmk9]Innovative Methodologies
· Action research and community-engaged learning projects that center the lived experiences of marginalized communities.
· Ethnographic studies, testimonios, and participatory art as pedagogical tools to reclaim knowledge and resist colonial erasure.
· Quantitative studies that provide empirical data on the impact and effectiveness of anti-colonial Ethnic Studies pedagogies.
· Oral traditions and intergenerational knowledge-sharing as methodologies for Ethnic Studies research and practice.
· Explorations of ancestral practices that recognized and nurtured individual potential—such as those within the Mexica and other Indigenous civilizations—and how these approaches contributed to the sophistication and advancement of their societies.
[bookmark: _heading=h.5v9rd37aemma]Pedagogical Practices and Revolutionary Love in Education
· Strategies for integrating Ethnic Studies into K-12 curricula in ways that resist co-optation and maintain its radical roots.
· Reflections on teaching resistance and solidarity in diverse classroom contexts and institutional settings.
· Educator and student perspectives on fostering revolutionary love in Ethnic Studies classrooms.
· Classroom practices that cultivate collective care, relational accountability, and healing-centered engagement.
· Disrupting Eurocentric assessment models through anti-colonial, culturally responsive, and student-centered approaches.
[bookmark: _heading=h.qyw8c7na613d]Ecologies of Power and Resistance
· Investigating institutional barriers and systemic inequities that hinder anti-colonial approaches in education.
· Highlighting grassroots movements and student-led initiatives advocating for Ethnic Studies and educational justice.
· Exploring relationships between land, identity, and education as part of an anti-colonial framework.
· Community-based organizing as a site of resistance to educational policies that threaten Ethnic Studies.
[bookmark: _heading=h.dsmbr51quj9j]
Public Pedagogies and Transformative Knowledge Production
· Connecting classroom practices with broader social justice movements to challenge racial capitalism and settler colonialism.
· The role of media, art, and community spaces in shaping public understanding and engagement with Ethnic Studies.
· Decolonial approaches to knowledge dissemination beyond traditional academic spaces.
· Digital activism, storytelling, and artivism as tools for anti-colonial education and community engagement.

By centering anti-colonial approaches through the lens of Revolutionary Love, this issue aims to amplify Ethnic Studies pedagogies that not only resist but also reimagine education as a site of radical transformation. We encourage submissions that include theoretical reflections, empirical studies, personal narratives, curriculum designs, and community-based knowledge production that embody the praxis of anti-colonial education.

At a time when Ethnic Studies remains under attack while simultaneously becoming institutionalized within K-12 and higher education, this issue will serve as a critical resource for educators, scholars, and activists striving to uphold its radical, community-rooted foundations. Through this collection, we seek to plant seeds that will continue to cultivate revolutionary love and anti-colonial resistance in Ethnic Studies for generations to come.

* Submissions suitable for publication in this special issue include empirical papers, theoretical/conceptual papers, essays, book reviews, art, photography, and poems. 


PROPOSAL AND SUBMISSION PROCESS
Proposals Due: June 15, 2026
Authors will be notified of Proposal Acceptance by: September 15, 2026
Final Paper Submissions due: December 15, 2026

All proposals should be submitted in the form of extended structured abstracts, with a limit of four pages (single spaced, 12-point font, excluding references). Proposals should also include a list of key references, as well as 3-4 keywords and all relevant contact information. 

Drawing on the recommendations offered by Mosteller, Nave, and Miech (2004) for structured abstracts, proposals should be organized according to the following headings (if applicable):
· Background/Context: Description of prior research and its intellectual context and/or its policy context.
· Purpose/Objective/Research Question/Focus of Study: Description of what the research focused on and/or why. 
· Setting: Description of the research location.
· Population/Participants/Subjects: Description of the participants in the study: who, how many, key features or characteristics.
· Intervention/Program/Practice: Description of the intervention, program, or practice, including details of administration and duration.
· Research Design: Description of the research design.
· Data Collection and Analysis: Description of the methods for collecting and analyzing data.
· Findings / Results: Description of the main findings with specific details.
· Conclusions/Recommendations: Description of conclusions, recommendations, implications and based on findings.

Please send proposals in Word format to angelann.EWP@gmail.com by June 15, 2026. Please follow the standard format of the American Psychological Association (APA).

We invite submissions from scholar-activists, educators, organizers, and students in the form of scholarly research, teacher narratives, archival histories, testimonios, photo essays, art, etc.

All manuscripts should contribute to a living archive of ethnic studies pedagogies in all its forms, written from and for anti-racist, decolonial, and rehumanizing movements both inside and outside K-12 contexts.

Authors will be notified of proposal acceptance by September 15, 2026. 

Please consult the Submissions guidelines found on the journal website for more detailed information: http://ethnicstudiespedagogies.org/SUBMISSIONS/ 


FINAL PAPER SUBMISSIONS
The deadline for final paper submissions is December 15, 2026.

Email in Word format to:
Enrique G. Murillo, Jr. (emurillo@csusb.edu) 
Gabriel A. Orosco (ehecatlwindphilosophies@gmail.com)
Verónica X. Valadez (ehecatlwindphilosophies@gmail.com)

Final manuscripts should between 2000 to 5000 words (not including references). We also invite other genres like photo essays and arts-based submissions, which will have other word length requirements. Submissions must be original and not previously published or under review in another journal.

All accepted manuscripts should be submitted in a single Word document (.doc or .docx) following APA 7th Edition formatting and include the following:
· Cover Page (manuscript title, names of contributing authors, institutional/organizational affiliations, contact emails)
· Abstract Page (a brief 150 – 200 word abstract; 3 - 4 key words representing your manuscript’s contents)
· Manuscript Content (double-spaced, 12-point font, 1" margins)

By submitting a manuscript or creative work, authors consent that their work is aligned with ethical and professional standards. We do not accept previously published works. Research misconduct or unethical practices will not be tolerated, and if the Editorial Board is alerted to such practices, an internal investigation may follow, that could lead to retraction of accepted or removal of already published manuscripts in Ethnic Studies Pedagogies.

RESEARCH ETHICS
Contributing authors are expected to uphold the highest standards of research ethics, as defined by their respective institutions and communities. This includes conducting research that has received all necessary approvals, accurately representing findings, and avoiding plagiarism. Manuscripts must be original, not previously published, and not under review or consideration by other journals.

COPYRIGHT NOTICE
Authors retain copyright and grant the journal first publication rights. They may redistribute and share their work, provided they include a written acknowledgment of its publication in Ethnic Studies Pedagogies. 
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